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For as long as humans have traveled in the area, Lake Koronis has been a 
destination.  Archeologists have estimated that an Indian burial mound near the 
lake’s outlet was built between 100 B.C. and AD 200 by the Havana Culture.  
Hundreds of years later, the Dakota Indians migrated each spring from Mankato to 
Lake Koronis for hunting and fishing.  European explorers began to arrive in the 
1800s and Joseph Nicollet was one of the first explorers sent to survey the general 
area.  Settlers began to arrive in mid-1800s, and then were driven away during the 
Dakota uprising of 1862.  The settlers returned, rebuilt the town, and soon turned 
their focus to Lake Koronis.  

In 1869, Koronis was known both as Cedar Lake and Lake Koronis.  A small 
postal town, Coronis, was located in Union Grove Township in Meeker County 
and existed from 1868-1874.  While we will never know why it was only in 
existence for 6 years, it probably suffered the same fate as many other small towns 
as the railroad passed around and not through the town.  Once the shores of 
Koronis were lined with Cedar trees; by the late 1800s, many of the trees had been 
cut down and used for fences.  By 1909 the lake was exclusively known as Koronis.

In the 1880s several businessman sought land on the lake front.  They purchased 
16 acres on the north side of the lake and built Koronis Park.  This became the first 
development on the lake.  Soon, a road was established from Paynesville to the lake 
and Paynesville businessmen partnered with railroad employees to bring tourists 
to the area from larger metropolitan areas such as Minneapolis, St. Paul and 
Chicago.  Soon, Payneville’s history and economic development became tied to 
Lake Koronis, just as Lake Koronis’ history and economic development was tied to 
Paynesville.  One would not exist without the other and this remains true today.

George Stephens, the early owner of The New Paynesville Press, recorded many 
of the early events of Lake Koronis.  In 1915 he reminisced, “Our first few miles 
lay along the shores of New Paynesville’s pride, that jewel of lakes, lovely Koronis.  
It lies like a flashing gem in a settle of green with rocky, pebbly or sandy shores, 
the water as clear as crystal, and fish as plenty as blackberries.  Where you can rest 
and refresh and build up and become a new man or woman fit to go back to life’s 
fight.  We went into camp at the southern end of the lake where the waves 
whispered the million-year-old story; and mirrored back the flash of star and the 
ardent kiss of the sun.”

Lake Koronis continues to be the jewel of lakes and Paynesville’s sesquicentennial 
pride.   

Linda Lorentzen
Lake Koronis Resident
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Koronis…a jewel of lakes

 Key to tour:  Blue Letters = Private property, please do not trespass.
 Green Numbers = Public property.



Tour around Lake Koronis

A. Koronis Hotel: “The idea of building a hotel on Lake Koronis was raised by the 
Lake Koronis Improvement Association in 1898. The hotel, owned by the Lake Koronis 
Hotel Company, was built in 1902 and operated by the company for nearly two years. 
In May 1904, the Fairview Inn, as it was called at the time, was sold to private owners,” 
said an article by Michael Jacobson in the Paynesville Press in March 2003. This origi-
nal wooden structure burned down in 1920 or 1921. People tried to save the structure 
with a bucket brigade from the lake. In 1925, the hotel was rebuilt by John and Mary 
Hablutzel with the current clay-tile block structure, and the named changed to Koronis 
Lodge. They sold the hotel in 1944. Over the years, the hotel building has been used 
for apartments, has had a restaurant/steak house, and has been, as it is currently, a 
single family residence.

B. Grandview Resort: The resort appears in a 1946 brochure of resorts on Lake 
Koronis. It still has three cabins which are rented out seasonally and the original stone 
wall is still on the front of the property.  On the hill between Grandview and Van’s is 
one of the oldest areas developed on the lake called Koronis Park.

1. Van’s Beach Resort - Veteran’s Memorial Park: Van’s Beach Lodge, operated by 
Carl VanVorst, had ten cottages and a main lodge, which also had rooms for rent.  
Fountain service, a cafe, play-
ground, boats and a sandy 
bathing beach with a copper 
slide, diving tower and raft 
were features of Van’s.  Many 
area kids remember going to 
either the  beach at Van’s or the 
public swimming beach just 
west of Van’s to swim and then 
going to the lodge for a treat.  
Van’s was listed in 1930 bro-
chures about Lake Koronis, 
but then in the 70s the lodge was sold, the cabins moved off and the area where the 
cabins had been was made into a park and a public swimming area, owned by the city 
of Paynesville.  Veteran’s Memorial Park was dedicated on Nov. 11, 1976. At this time 
the park consisted of 13 acres of picnic areas, wilderness and a sandy beach. Since then 
improvements have been made to the park facilities and a public access and dock, new 
changing rooms, volleyball courts, and a new playground have been added.

C. Alexander’s Point:  This point of land looking toward First Island was first named 
Cedar Point because of all the cedar trees.  The Alexander family of Cold Spring had a 
cabin there for many years, thus the name.  Today the point is still privately owned by 
the Oleen Sonstegard family.
 
D. Kruger Lake:  The pond on the east side of Old Lake Road is named after the 
Kruger family that settled the property.  Before the road was built, the pond was con-
nected to Koronis by wetlands. 
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E. Tucker's Inn:  Mrs. Tucker operated a restaurant in her home on Lake Koronis in 
approximately 1938 where she served meals on Sunday.  She had white tablecloths and 
good food for all to enjoy.  The Tuckers also owned Tuck’s Cafe in downtown 
Paynesville. Their home, known as Tuck-A-Way, is currently privately owned.

F. Stone Gate Lodge: This was the first resort on Lake Koronis. The land was pur-
chased by Gilbert L. Horton of Litchfield in 1905. After a simple two-story house was 
built, they started renting rooms. In 1907 a second cottage was built and thus was the 
beginning of a resort. The Hortons ran the resort until 1946, when W.A. Ellsworth 
bought it. He owned it for 20 years and 
changed  the name to Stone Gate Lodge 
Resort because of the stone gates at the 
entrance to the resort. After several other 
owners, Don and Gloria Wiese ran the 
resort from July 1974 to June 2005 when 
it was purchased by the Bugbee family, 
owners of Bug-Bee Hive Resort. 
   In 1908-1909 Horton was instrumental 
in getting a road built on the north shore 
of Lake Koronis from the inlet bridge 
(five-mile bridge) to the road from Paynesville to Koronis Park area.  Horton asked 
farmers to give a day’s work on the road.  The road was later taken over by the town-
ship, then in 1926 became Highway 55 and moved behind the resort. It was black-
topped in 1932. Highway 55 was moved to its current location in 1960, the road 
became a county highway and is currently a township road, called Old Lake Road.                                                                               

2. North Fork Crow River, Mud Lake, main inlet to Lake Koronis: The North Fork 
Crow River, which passes through Lake Koronis, has its beginnings about 30 miles 
northwest of Koronis, with a watershed of approximately 310 square miles.  The river 
passes through Paynesville, through Rice Lake, and then for approximately 2 miles 
through a wide, shallow area commonly called Mud Lake before entering Lake Koronis 
at its inlet at what is locally known as the Five-mile Bridge. Mud Lake acts as a large 
settling basin, allowing nutrient-rich silt to settle out before entering Koronis..  

G. Stony Point: H. I. and Jessie Peterson of Litchfield started purchasing land on Lake 
Koronis in 1901. The land was already known as Stony Point from the solid embank-
ment of granite boulders along the shore and is now more commonly known as 
Peterson’s Point.  The family still owns the property consisting of 86 acres with a mile 
and a quarter of shoreline. 

3. Outlet Bridge and Indian Burial Mounds: Standing today on the outlet bridge and 
looking downstream, the view is much different than it would have been 100 years ago. 
At that time a small lake labeled as “Mud” on maps was where the river channel below 
the dam is now. The early settlers would drive with horse and wagon along a sand bar 
that lay between Koronis and Mud lakes. At high water times these lakes would merge 
and become one body of water. Those driving along with horses describe seeing boats 
and canoes crossing behind them. As cars came into use, they had difficulty traveling 
in the soft sand and this required building up the grade causing the flow to be confined 
into a smaller area. There is mention of an early “wire bridge” being built over the 
channel but very little is known about this bridge.
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  A major change to this area came in 1917 when the Crow River below Mud Lake was 
dredged. The effect was to drain Mud Lake and greatly increase the speed of the flow-
age through the channel from Lake Koronis. The channel eroded further and the 
Paynesville Sportmen’s Club gathered rock from a local farmer and created a dam 
under the early bridge to help maintain the lake level.
   Around that same time there was a ditch petition to extend Judicial Ditch #1 through 
lakes Rice and Koronis. The effect would have been to lower the level of the lake by 
several more feet. After a long battle, the judge issued a ruling in 1923 that established 
the current high water mark for Koronis at about 1123 feet above sea level and had the 
effect of stopping the ditch #1 project in this area. In 1924 the existing dam was put in 
and an overhead steel bridge was built. State Highway 4 passed over this bridge from 
its establishment in the 1930s until the 1950s when its route was moved east to its 
present location. The steel bridge was  replaced in 1992 with the current concrete 
structure.
   A large number of Indian burial mounds exist both to the east of the outlet and along 
what had been the shoreline of Mud Lake. The most prominent one is at the top of the 
large hill southeast of the bridge. Estimates place the construction time for the mounds 
between 100 B.C. to 200 A.D. The mounds are held in trust by the Archaelogical 
Conservancy. Items found in the area, such  as pottery, can be viewed at the Paynesville 
Historical Museum.

H. Sparkling Shores: Hendrickson Point and the surrounding area was once a farm 
owned by two Hendrickson brothers.  At one time, they rented out one cottage and five 
boats to the public. In the late 1960s, the area was developed and private residences 
were erected along the shore. The deepest portion of Lake Koronis is located off 
Hendrickson Point.

4. Broggie’s Point: Camp Broggie, located just west of Birch Beach Store, was a favorite 
camping site for Litchfield families. In 1896, a group of young men from Litchfield 
drove their horses and wagons to Lake Koronis and established a campground. It was 
complete with tents and campstoves. They returned year after year and shared their 
campsite with other Litchfield families. A small tract of land with two memorials tell-
ing the story of Camp Broggie was donated to the Paynesville Historical Society.
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I. Birch Beach Store: In 1928, a local farmer, Adrian Haagenson, built a house on the 
south shore of Lake Koronis. He named the area Birch Beach after the beautiful birches 
on the property. He built a few cabins to rent and also had a gas pump (all located on 
the north side of County Road 20). In 1957 his son Oluf opened a convenience store 
on the south side of the road. This store was later owned by brothers, Manther and 
Clarence Haagenson, other people, and lastly by Adrian’s grandson, Jerry Haagenson.  
The store closed in 2006.

J. Darby’s or Spring Park Inn: West of Birch Beach, Tom and Josie Darby owned a 
convenience store which operated during the 1930s, 40s and early 50s. According to 
newspaper ads, they rented out six cottages with electricity and 10 boats. They also 
sold gasoline, groceries, confections, live bait, Sunday papers, short orders, and meals. 
It is now a private residence.

5. Islands of Lake Koronis: Turn into the boat ramp area of the Regional Park and 
climb the tower; here you have a good overview of the three islands of the lake. The 
islands were originally part of a land grant to the railroads, and then sold to private 
parties because they had no value to the railroad company. 
   The farthest island, First Island, was first used by Native Americans for ceremonial 
dances. The earliest local owners were J.W. Darby and S.E. Ferree. In  1909 Conrad 
Winther, a local dentist, and Henry Holifer, a local banker, purchased the island and 
had a cabin built on it. Social events were held on the island in the early 1900s. 
Eventually the cabin fell into disrepair aided by windstorms, lightning, and vandalism. 
In the 1950s the Heitke family bought the island and it remains in their family today. 
First Island has been used as a location for the 4th of July fireworks for several decades.
   Second Island is the largest island covering 17 acres. Many adventurous people have 
spent a night or two camping on this island. Dr. Con and Mary Winther purchased the 
island and then in 1965 donated it to Camp Courage, the current owner.
  Third Island, the closest one, was purchased in the 1920s by Gilbert L. Horton, who 
used the island for hunting as it was lcoated on a natural flyway – between the island  
and the south shore of Koronis. The island is still owned by the Horton family which 
has left the island untouched.
   Koronis apparently got its name from the Greek work ‘corona’ or crowned as the 
islands “crown” the lake.
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6. Lake Koronis Regional Park: In the early 1920s the people on the south side of Lake 
Koronis became concerned that soon all lakeshore would be privately owned and there 
would be no place for the general public to picnic, swim and enjoy the lake. Led by a 
group of young people, who produced two plays to provide seed money, 8 1/3 acres 
were purchased. Many meetings were held, five dollar memberships sold, buildings 
erected, and the South Koronis Community Park was established. In 1973, the park 
was significantly expanded and became a regional park, owned jointly by Meeker and 
Stearns counties,   when 52 additional acres were purchased from several owners. The 
park facilities were also upgraded. Near the present auditorium is a plaque honoring 
the first board of directors whose vision made the park a reality in 1922.

K. Little Sandy Point: Before the establishment of the South Koronis Community Park, 
people gathered on a tiny point of land near the west end of Lake Koronis called “Little 
Sandy.”  (Another larger point nearby is called Big Sandy.) About 1915, Deodor Olson 
and Alfred Christenson bought the area and built a small cottage which they opened 
to the community for social  gatherings. Refreshments, which were obtained from 
across the lake at Van’s Beach in a boat powered by a car engine, were sold to the crowd. 
Access to the area was by a trail following the shoreline from the west end bridge. It is 
now privately owned.

7. “Rumble Bridge” at Cape Badluck: In the June 1, 1899 New Paynesville Press states 
“The town Board let the contract last week Saturday for a new iron bridge to be put in 
at Cape Badluck and work will be commenced on it at once. The specifications called 
for a 50-foot bridge with a plank 
walk on either side of the road-
way. There were 3 bids. Viz: $800, 
$825, and $880. Johnson and 
Company of Minneapolis were 
the successful bidders.” This 
bridge was known locally as the 
“Rumble Bridge,” because of the 
sound made by the planks when 
a car drove over it. This bridge-
was removed and replaced with a 
large culvert in the 1960s.
  The name Cape Badluck came from two unfortunate events which occurred near the 
west inlet area of Lake Koronis. The first was the killing of  one of the early settlers by 
the Indians in 1863. The second recorded that a driver and a team of oxen ventured 
too far into the water and were drowned adding to the “bad luck” legend.

L. Tolman Cottages: Cushman and Pam Tolman owned three to five cottages    on the 
north shore of the west end bay.  They rented boats, sold bait, had a little store, and a 
good swimming beach where local children came to swim and have a treat from the 
store on hot summer days. The resort cabins have been sold and the store is a private 
residence.

M. Windmill Point: This point was a location noted by both fisherman and tourists. 
On early maps it was known as Holifer’s Point. One of the land owners built a func-
tional windmill to bring water from the lake to a large storage tank under his cottage, 
hence the name. The windmill, over 80 years old, was dismantled for safety reasons in 
the 1980s.
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N. Butler Estate: This large estate was built by Walter P. Butler in 1939. Butler was in 
the shipping industry with his brothers on the Mesabi Iron Range and he also built 
Butler grain bins. The house was built for entertaining – having a boathouse for  guests 
and a gazebo for musicians on the lawn. The house also had a dinette built like a ship’s 
dining room. The estate has been a restaurant and a bed and breakfast, but is cur-
rently a private residence.

O. Marvin’s Modern Cottages: This resort was started in 1941-42 when Marvin Holifer 
purchased land from Bugbees. He built several cottages for rent in the summer season 
which are all now privately owned. Holifer also owned a grocery store in town and 
made deliveries to cabins on the north shore of Koronis.

P. Bugbee Hive Resort: This resort, the largest on Koronis, was founded by William 
Bugbee Sr. and his wife Mary on the north shore of Lake Koronis in 1920. He started 
with six cottages which have grown to 29 rentals including a new retreat center with 
indoor pool and conference center.The resort currently has space for over 200 guests. 
Jack and Audrey Bugbee operated the resort from 1947 to 2000 when Paul and Kella 
Bugbee took over.

Q. Boulder Reef: This was formerly known as Goodrich Resort. The original owners 
were from Omaha, Neb. They had seven cottages, boats, a bait shop, guides, their own 
tennis court, and a beach area.

8. Koronis Ministries: Formerly known as Lake Koronis Assembly Grounds, this facil-
ity was founded in 1922 by the 
Evangelical United Brethern 
Church, now part of the United 
Methodist Church, and is now 
celebrating 86 years of provid-
ing facilites and programs for 
camps, conferences, and retreats 
of a Christian nature. The beau-
tiful grounds are also available 
for reunions and weddings. 
There is room for 525 in the 
summer and 250 in the winter months.

Other Resorts on Koronis: In a 1937 brochure about Lake Koronis, these resorts were 
listed: Bennett’s; Boulder Reef Resort; Bug Bee Hive; Darby’s Spring Park Inn; R. D. 
(Dick) Guptill; Haagenson & Sons; Henderson Cottages  Hendrickson’s Point; Hill 
Crest; Horton’s Resort; Koronis Hotel; Lake Koronis Assembly Grounds; L. K. 
Pederson’s; Prescott’s; Rose Lawn (later Bonde Cabins); Steinway Cottages;  Stony 
Point;Tuck Inn; Unger’s Resort;   and Van’s Beach Lodge.
   In the 1946 Paynesville Minnesota Business and Resort Directory listed these resorts: 
McKinley Brothers; Stone Gate Lodge; Bliven Cottages; Becker’s Lodge, Rose Lawn 
Overnight Cabins; Van’s Beach Lodge; Henderson Cottages; Grand View; Boulder Reef; 
Marvin’s Modern Cottage; Bugbee Hive; Tolman Cottages; Darby’s Spring Park Inn; L. 
K. Pederson; and Hendrickson’s Point. These resorts were not listed: Unger’s Resort, 
Norling’s Place; W..S. Johnson Cottages, Hillcrest Resort and Cozy-Nook Cottages, 
according to a June, 7,  2000 View of the Lake article in the Paynesville Press written 
by Linda Lorentzen.
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Trivia about Lake Koronis
1) At one time a steamboat (see picture on right) 
gave rides on Lake Koronis.

2) One of the first guides on Lake Koronis was 
“Fish Hook” Brown.

2) There were no roads on the south side of Lake 
Koronis until 1927.

3) Sheep were grazed on Second and Third islands 
in the early 1900s.

 
4) The Hartman family harvested ice 
from Koronis for about 70 years.

5) Major storms affected the lake and 
surrounding areas in 1951, 1965, 1983, 
and 1997.  On June 28, 1997, 13 trees 
went down at the Regional Park.

~11~



Acknowledgements and thanks to:
Photos courtesy of Paynesville Historical Society

Linda Lorentzen, author of “View of the Lake” columns
Meeker County Highway Department

Koronis Ministries
Paynesville Press and Michael Jacobson, publisher

Paynesville Historical Museum
251 Ampe Drive, Paynesville

320-243-747
Tuesday-Saturday: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sunday: Noon to 4 p.m.

Koronis Lake Association
“An association formed to promote the protection 

and improvement of Lake Koronis.”

KLA Brochure Committee:
Diane Rittenhouse, KLA Board Member

Dorothy Hendrickson
Bob and Susan Pederson

Lynne Jacobson


